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At Windmill Hill Academy, we know that music promotes positivity, self-confidence 
and a sense of community. Therefore, we provide opportunities for singing and 
music-making through the curriculum, through “Wake and Shake” morning 
exercises, singing assemblies, extra-curricular activities and music lessons. At both 
Key Stages, Music provides children with necessary insights into a variety of cultures 
and traditions, both local and global. Music lessons and clubs are open to children 
from both Key Stages. 
 
Below you will find an overview of what your child will be expected to learn in each 
of the Key Stages.  
 
In Key Stage 1 children will learn to use their voices to sing expressively through 
learning songs and chants linked to their Project title. They will begin to develop an 
awareness of the inter-related dimensions of music: pitch, tempo, tone, dynamic 
contrast, structure and rhythm. In order to do this, children will listen to a range of 
live and record music, and also explore tuned/un-tuned instruments. Children will 
begin to learn how music may be composed, contributing to group or class 
compositions. 
 
In Key Stage 2 children will develop their knowledge and understanding of the 
different inter-related dimensions of music outlined above, through composing and 
performing music linked to their topic. They will explore music from other countries 
and cultures, including music of the great composers at various points throughout 
history. The children will learn how to read and record staff notation, and will also 
use technology to enhance their understanding of music, including composition. 
There are currently opportunities for classes to learn violin through the First Access 
Music Scheme. 
 
Progression in music will be assessed through listening to children’s musical 
responses and by making regular video/audio recordings of their learning. An age-
related assessment will be given to parents/carers on the end of year reports, and 
progress will be discussed at parent/teacher meetings throughout the year.  

  
 


